ApproVed For Releas -U0865R000100010002-0

- IS LATIN AMERICA TO TEBE US

- Communist pmpc?nﬁu is rapidly being focused on national
sontrol of fisslonable materisls with the object of wilthholding
them US acquisition., In Latin America this propagands is
directed largely toward Brazil, Mexico and Argentina.

Braxil bas the hrfut production of fissionable materials
in Latin America. Particularly important are the deposits of
monoxite sands, source of thorium, which are found only in India
and Brazil. 7This fact has speqial significance in view of the
recent announcement by the Japanese scientist, Prof. Seitars
Koyama, that a radiocactive fallout over isolated areaa of Japan
indicated the Soviets have exploded a hydrogen bomb containing
tm%m, & cheaper and more deadly radioactive substance than
uranium.

Brazilian Communists have integrated their drive to Pro-
mote national ocontrol of exports of fissionable materials with
their campaign to expand trade and diplomatic relations with the
Soviet blos, This tactic has been followed faor the past year.

In Mareh 19%5, they collected signatures in an appeal against
preparation for atomic war. Simultaneocusly, the Central Com-
mittee of the Brazilian Comsunist Party instructed the party

to support and control certain oongresses, among them a Congress
for ' Befense of Manganese and Eadlosctive Minerals. Og

$ March 1956, & "popular mess mesting” was held in Rio de Janeiro.
While its program included such varied themes as "autonomy for
the Fedaral District® and "pacification of the Hrazilian family,"
its primary objectives were to exert pressure for sxpanded trade
and diplomatic relations with the Soviet bioc, and to influence
Congressional action towards a ban on the export of atomio
minerals. There iz also & current Communist campaign to create
an sntity to be called Atombras. The sinllarity of vame with
that of Petrobras, the Brasilian government agency for control
of petroleum development, indicates the Communist intention to

conduet & propagsnda pragrm , m:rd» iing atomic materisls similar
to thelir ommpaign to influence Petrobras against US participa-
tion in petroleum development in Brazil. :

The current propaganda program apparently was carefully
timed in anticipation of dougresalonal consideration of the Us-
Srazil wheat and thorium barter agreenent now under discussion.
As in the case of petroleum, Communists and ultra nationalists
follow parallel lines in their c;uguaas to protect atomie
energy rescurces from US exploitation. Apparently the Communists
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are a little ahead in this and have been planting propaganda

- whilch the ultra nationalists alsc use sithout regard for
sourse. Emphasis is currently being given to the testimonies
of nuelear scientists snd army leaders who oppose the terms

of the US-Brazil agreesent. Professor Jose Leite Lopes,
nuclsar physielst and Bragil's representative in Geneva on
the mie Energy Commission, on 16 April testified in Congress
for three hours against the agreement. On 19 April Radlo Press
of Rio broadeast that " hile a kilogram ofthorium oxide could
be 3014 for 1te energy value at around 6,000 dollars, it is
being deliversd by Brazll to the United States at practically
43 dollars.” In the same broadecast Radlo Prees continued "This
sontrect has not yet been mligned, and Col. Edgar Lopes, repre-
santative of the Armed Forces Staff on the Atomic Mineral Ors
Rxport Comuittee, disclosed that the Armed Forces are azainst
signing the agreement.”

Soviet propaganda for aome time has set the pattern for
this propaganda thems. The latest Soviet maneuver is an invita-
tion t0 ten Brazilian deputiles to visit the Soviet Union, Euro-
pean Satellites and Communist China, leaving Brazil on 1 May.
To date eight deputies have been named., All eight have Leen
associated with Communist fronts, and three have signed the
Mareh 1955 Comsunist-sponsored appeal against preparation
for atomie war. One of the group, Deputy Francismeo Saturnine
Eraga, also signed the manifesto convoking the 9 March 1956
Communist~sponsored rally in Rio referred to in paregraph 3
above, With this baokground it seems probable that during
this trip additional indsctrination will te given on withhold-
ing atomic rescurces from the U3, The indoctrination theme
likely to be followed is that the US uses these materials for
destructive gpryaass in the manufacture of nuclear weapons,
uhtiats the USSR uses them for medical and industrial develop-
wenz. .

Another facetl of the problem of Breszilian poliey develop-
ment on the exportation of fissionable materials, thorium in
particular, involves India, since Brazil and Indis &rs the world
suppliers of this substance. Indla, the larger producer, has
been intensifying its thorium exploitation prograr while at
the same time restricting exports, probably with the expectation
of satablishing a price monopoly. India's traditional neutralist
policy would permit exportation of thorium ores to western or
sastern markets, depending on price advantage. Brazll thus far
haz built up e amall stockpile of thorium and may well reject
the US barter proposal and follows India's ezample. This poa-
8ibility is particularly significant ia view of the announce-
ment that Nehru w111 visit Brazil and other Latin American
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countries this year. In such an event 1t iz almost certain
that the subject of thorium prices and export poliey will be
discussed. A neutralist policy on Erazilian thorium would
‘satisfy both Communist and nationalist aspirations.

Although Mexieo has no atomic mineral production st pres-
ent, it 1s considered a potential small producer. An exampls
of how Commmmnist prog s has directed popular fntersat to-
ward the sudject of rafdioactive minerals iz given in the fol-
low case. Several mouths ago Mexican painter Diego Rlvera
traveled to Momeow 'or medical treatment, supposedly for a
ssrious cancer condition, After an operation and treatment
with radicactive materials he was pronocunced cured and re-
turned to Mexjco in March, A large and warm ¢ircle of friends
greeted him at the alrport with speeches and soangs of welcome.
The ceremdny was climexed by a woving rendition of a corrido
proclaiming the Soviet Union'sz humanitarian use of ”&asig%“
in his cure, as opposed to the deatructive applivatlon of the
mineral in bombs by the US, It is significant that the word
cobalt is chosen for this ¢ 4o because of the long-standing
familiarity of Mexlcan artisgne and handicraft sorkers :ith
this mineral, Also significant 1s the use of the gorrido,

a traditional dallad form which appeals «idely to Yexlcan popu-
lar elements, especially the 1lliterate. It was a very effec-
tive medium of propagands during the Mexican revolutlon and
was used by the Germans to spread anti-US propagands during
world vwars I and IX.

Argentina, vhich made unsuccesaful efforts to develop
atomie power under Percn, is undergoing a barrage of Communist
paganda eautioning inst exploitation of atomic energy
materials along with petroleum by "Yankee capitalists and war
wongers.” Probably related to this program 1s the recent
favitation wrtamﬁ by Pelping for a group of 12 Argentine

physicians visit Communist China. Zuch a delegation would
quite likely be subjected to strong doses of propaganda eon-
demning the U3 for ite atomic weapons program sand laudling the
USSR for its wtstnnﬁiagpwmu in developing peaceful uses
of atomic energy, especially in the field of medicine, possibly
eiting the case of Diego Rivera as an example.

The underlying motive of the campalgn in Brazil, Mexico
and Argentina 13 to create a olimate of public opinion «hich
will favor the denial to the US of nuclear energy rescurces
&8s well as petrolsum, Ultra nationalists in all Latin Amerilcan
eountries are susceptibhle to this kind of appeal. Hoderate
sationaliste, motivated by honest patristism and economic self
interest, also are vulnerable targets for this propaganda.
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